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Main changes to 
tax legislation 

 

1.   Taxpayers 
Association of Kazakhstan (further – 
“TPA”) suggests to make 
specification in paragraph 6 article 
212 of the Tax Code of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan (further – the “Tax 
Code”)  

 
In case of absence of residency
certificate which should have been
provided to tax agent until the deadline
specified in the paragraph 3 article 212
of the Tax Code, particularly not later 
than December 31 of the calendar year 
in which income was paid to a non
resident or a non resident’s unpaid 
income was deducted, the tax agent has 
right to apply a tax exemption.

However, in the current edition the 
deadline of provision of a residency
certificate copy by the tax agents to the 
tax authorities at its location are not 
stipulated clearly.

New edition proposed by TPA 
stipulates that the copy of residency
certificate shall be presented within 
three calendar days after filing the tax 
reports for the fourth quarter, i.e. on 
April 3.

2. New section of the Tax Code 
regarding the audit of individuals 
will be developed in the Republic of 
Kazakhstan (further – “RoK”)  

On the basis of the paragraph 2 article 
185 of the Tax Code, deputies of the 
Parliament of the RoK, judges, as well 
as individuals who are responsible for 
filing the declarations in accordance 
with the constitutional law of the RoK 
“On elections in the RoK”, the 
Criminal Executive Code of the RoK 
and the Law of the RoK “On Fight 
against the Corruption”, are obliged to 
file the declarations on personal income 
tax and property tax not later than 
March 31 of the year, following the 
reporting period.

The committee of financial monitoring 
of the Ministry of Finance of RoK 
traces transactions on substantial
payments and in case the declared
income of the individual does not 
correspond to the transactions held, 
these materials would be send to the 
State Revenue Committee of the 
Ministry of Finance of the RoK (further 

“SRC MF RoK”).

SRC MF RoK controls over the 
individuals’ income, whereas there is a 
necessity to control over their expenses.

As the SRC MF RoK has no access to
information on individuals’ property 
and bank accounts outside the RoK, 
information exchange system was 
established between the RoK and 
member countries of Organization of 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (further “OECD”), 
USA as well as 26 jurisdictions which 
are offshore zones.

This system allows to receive
information on accounts present of 

RoK citizens in various countries within 
45 calendar days.

In addition, within the framework of 
the Draft Law on general declaration, 
the new section of the Tax Code on 
audit of individuals will be developed.

3. The Order of the Minister of 
Finance of the RoK №595 as of 
December 29, 2014 “On the approval 
of the list of the states with the 
preferential taxation” was adopted 

Let us remind you that foreign state or 
its administrative and territorial unit is 
considered as the state with the 
preferential taxation in case if 
conditions specified in the paragraph 4 
article 224 of the Tax Code are met.

In compliance with the changes, the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg was 
excluded from the list of tax heaven 
countries.

The changes come into force during 10 
days after its first publication. The 
document was published in the legal
information system of normative legal 

acts of the RoK “Adlet”, on January 

27, 2015.

4.  Allowed deviations of purchase 
exchange rate from selling exchange 
rate for the foreign currency were set 

According to the Resolution of the 
Chairman of National Bank of 
Kazakhstan №265 as of December 31, 
2014 and in accordance with the Law of 
the RoK dated March 30, 1995 “On
National Bank of the RoK” allowed 
deviations of purchase exchange rate 
from selling exchange rate for the 
foreign currency for operations 
conducted through exchangers of 
authorized banks and organizations 
were set:

1) USA dollar 2 tenge;
2) Euro 3 tenge. 

The Resolution comes into force from 
February 11, 2015. 
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5.  Changes to the Labor Code 
regarding the employment contract 
and probationary period were 
accepted 

By the Law of RoK №286 V as of
February 9, 2015 amendments were 
made to the Labor Code of the RoK.
Thus, employment contract with a
junior specialist, who has just entered 
the labour force, is to be signed for at 
least 2 years period.

The probationary period was excluded 
upon hiring of individuals, who did not 
reach the age of eighteen, and
additionally for individuals who 
mastered educational training programs 
in the organizations of technical, 
professional, postsecondary, higher, 
postgraduate education and started 
working for the first time, but not later 
than one year from the date of their 
graduatuion. 

The Law comes into force after 10 
calendar days from its first official 
publication February 22, 2015.

6.  Regarding changes introduced in 
the part of tax audit from 2015 

As it was mentioned previously, 
planned tax inspections have been
cancelled from January 1, 2015. 
Documentary and thematic selective
inspections are introduced as an 
alternative for planned inspections.

In compliance with paragraph 9 article 
627 of the Tax Code selective
inspections are tax audit, which are
based on an analysis of tax reporting
filed by a taxpayer, information from 
the authorised state bodies, and also 
other documents and information on a 
taxpayer’s activities.

In accordance with changes made in 
article 631 of the Tax Code from the 
January 1, 2015 the tax authorities send 
or serve a notification of tax audit to a 
taxpayer not less than thirty calendar 
days prior to the commencement of the 
selective complex and (or) the selective 
thematic inspections. 

Notification shall be send to a taxpayer
at the location indicated in registration 
data.

7.  In accordance with paragraph 2 
article 63 of the Tax Code, tax 
reporting forms for 2015 and the 
preparation rules have been 
approved 

According to the Order of the Minister 

of Finance of the RoK №587 as of
December 25, 2014 “On approval of 
forms for tax reporting and editing 
rules” tax reporting forms for 2015 and 
the preparation rules have been 
approved.

The Order shall come into force after 
10 calendar days from its first official 
publication, i.e February 23, 2015, and 

applies to the relationships arose from 
January 1, 2015.

8. An agreement between the 
governments of the RoK and 
Republic of Macedonia on 
avoidance of double taxation and 
prevention of fiscal evasion with 
respect to taxes on income and 
capital (further – the “Agreement”) 

Agreement between the Government 
of the RoK and the Government of the 
Republic of Macedonia was signed on 
July 2, 2012.

The Agreement comes into force after 
acceptance of the Law on ratification of 
this convention by Senate of the RoK
on February 26, 2015 and after 
obtaining the last written notifications 
on performance of all necessary internal 
procedures by the contracting states.

The Agreement will be applied to the 
taxes withheld at source of payment, 
and other taxes on income generated 
from January 1 or after January 1 of the 
calendar year in which the Agreement 
comes into force.
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About 
Company 
 

Grant Thornton is one of the world's 
leading organizations of independent 
assurance, tax and advisory firms. These 
firms help dynamic organizations 
unlock their potential for growth by 
providing meaningful, forward looking 
advice. 
Proactive teams led by approachable 
partners in these firms, use insights, 
experience and instinct to understand 
complex issues for privately owned, 
publicly listed and public sector clients 
and help them to find solutions. 

Over 38,500 Grant Thornton people, 
across 130 countries, are focused on 
making a difference to clients, 
colleagues and the communities in 
which we live and work. 

Grant Thornton member firms range of 
services is comprehensive. Grant 
Thornton member firms work with 
businesses and organizations of all 
kinds around the world. 

International services include:

Assurance 

Comprehensive, cross border audits 
provide the assurance that businesses 
need. Teams from Grant Thornton 
member firms are always led by a 
partner, and are professional at every 
level; ensuring that the reported annual 
results are fairly presented. You gain the 
benefit of broad international business 
experience and technical expertise, 
delivered by individuals who listen and 
respond to the needs of your business. 

Tax 

Tax is seldom straightforward, 
particularly across international borders. 
Tax regimes and compliance regulations 
change rapidly; corporate activities in 
one jurisdiction can have a major 
impact on tax liabilities in others. But 
Grant Thornton member firms can give 
you the advice you need to achieve your 
commercial objectives through 
innovative solutions that manage your 
liabilities.

Accounting 

Important knowledge for business 
development is the reliability of 
accounting, transparency and timeliness 
of financial reporting. As such, Grant 
Thornton have designed a number of 
bookkeeping and payroll solutions for 
you to help free up their time to 
concentrate on developing their 
business rather than looking after the 
more mundane, time consuming and 
low value tasks. 

Special advisory services 

You might need advice on business 
risk, corporate finance or project 
finance, forensic and investigation 
services or recovery and reorganization. 
Grant Thornton firms can advise 
throughout every phase of the business 
cycle. They guarantee no conflicts of 
interest and the highest standards of 
professional practice.
finance. Forensic and investigation 
services or recovery and reorganisation. 
Grant Thornton firms can advise 
throughout every phase of the business 
cycle. They guarantee no conflicts of 
interest and the highest standards of 
professional practice.

Valuation 

The quality of work performed by our 
appraisers and individual approach 
towards our clients will ensure you that 
our company can be your reliable 
adviser in taking financial and economic 
decisions for effective property 
management. Grant Thornton experts 
with an experience across the business 
spectrum, can provide a  tailored 
valuation service specific to your 
requirements.
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Contact Us 

If you have any questions regarding 
the information provided in this 
issue of our Tax Bulletin, or any 
other questions about doing 
business in Kazakhstan, please 
contact our partners.

Kazakhstan 
Almaty 

Yerzhan Dossymbekov
yerzhan.dossymbekov@gtkaz.com 

Arman Chingilbayev
arman.chingilbayev@gtkaz.com 

Tatyana Gutova
tatyana.gutova@gtkaz.com 

Saule Bazilzhanova
saule.bazilzhanova@gtkaz.com 

 

Block 4V, office 705
BC Nurly Tau
15, Al Farabi ave.
Almaty, 050059, Kazakhstan

Т: +7 (727) 311 13 40
F: +7 (727) 311 53 12
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